
Before the  Board o f  Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

App l i ca t i on  No, 11862 o f  C l e r i c s  o f  S a i n t  V ia to r ,  pursuant t o  Sect ion 
8207.2 o f  t he  Zoning Regulat ions f o r  a spec ia l  except ion t o  permi t  
teaching and seminar f a c i l i t i e s  ( re1 i g ious  a d u l t  educat ion) a t  t he  
premises 1212 O t i s  S t ree t ,  N, E,, i n  t he  R-1-B Zone, l o t  819, 
Square 3926. 

HEARING DATE: March 31 , 1975 
DECISION FROM BENCH : March 31 1975 

ORDER - 
Upon cons idera t ion  of a p p l i c a n t ' s  Motion, t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  

the  impediment which d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  hear ing o f  t h i s  case has now 
been removed and there fore ,  the  Board should reconsider  i t s  dec i s ion  
of March 31, 1975. 

Accordingly,  i t  i s  ordered t h a t  the  a p p l i c a n t  be granted a 
hear ing i n  the  above mat te r ,  

VOTE: 5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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JAMS E, MILLER, 
Secretary  t o  the  Board 

, .  
FINAL DATE OF ORDER: ,?,; .i 1 '' ; 



Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .  C .  

App l i ca t ion  N o .  11862, of C l e r i c s  of S t .  V i a t o r ,  pursuant  
t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of the Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a 
special  except ion  under paragraph 3101.42 t o  p e r m i t  use  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t each ing  and seminar f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the 
R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 1 2 1 2  O t i s  S t r e e t ,  N.  E .  
(Square 3924, Lot 819.) 

HEARING DATE: March 31 ,  1976 

DEC IS  I O N  DATE : March 31 ,  1976 (From the Bench) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The p rope r ty  is loca ted  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The p rope r ty  i s  improved wi th  a t h r e e  (3)  s t o r y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  con ta in ing  approximately 29,000 squa re  f e e t  
which was used by t h e  Cler ics  of S t .  V i a t o r ,  a r e l i g i o u s  
o rde r  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church, a s  a school  f o r  the t r a i n i n g  
of s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s thood .  The b u i l d i n g  con - 
t a i n s  48 dwel l ing  u n i t s ,  i nc lud ing  9 double rooms and 39 
s i n g l e  rooms. The b u i l d i n g  a l s o  con ta ins  k i t c h e n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
classrooms, l i b r a r y ,  chape l ,  e tc .  

3. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  u s e  the f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
t each ing  and ses inar  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  be opera ted  by t h e  Order: 
Ecumenical, The s t a f f  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of t w e l v e  people .  There 
a r e  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be conducted on the premises ,  
a s  fol lows:  

a .  The Ecumenical I n s t i t u t e ,  involving l a y  educa t ion  
i n  church h i s t o r y ,  theology,  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y ,  e tc .  

b. I n s t i t u t e  of C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s ,  involv ing  a program 
c a l l e d  "Town Meeting 76" designed t o  promote 
c i t i z e n  involement i n  l oca l  d e c i s i o n  making. 

c.  The Order: Ecumenical, involving an i n t e r n a l  program 
f o r  t h e  s t a f f  f o r  such ma t t e r s  a s  h e a l t h ,  pension 
b e n e f i t s  and insurance .  

4 .  The maximum number of p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  any one 
course  o r  seminar would be 25. 
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5 .  There a r e  1 2  park ing  spaces provided on t h e  l o t .  
It is es t imated  t h a t  any s i n g l e  course  or seminar would not  

Regulat ions r e q u i r e  two spaces  f o r  each t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  and 
one (1) f o r  each t e n  (10 )  c lassroom seats ,  o r  a t o t a l  of 
e leven  (11) spaces f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

gene ra t e  more than  f i v e  (5 )  automobiles.  The Zoning 

6.  Meetings a r e  conducted i n  the evenings and on weekends. 
Evening meetings w i l l  not  end l a t e r  t han  1 O : O O  A.M., and 
weekend meetings w i l l  occur approximately once every t h r e e  
months. 

7 .  The e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  is sepa ra t ed  from ad jo in ing  
s l o p i n g  land uses  by a f r o n t  yard  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  by s t e e p l y  

t e r r a i n  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  by O t i s  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  sou th  and by a 
s ide  yard t o  t h e  e a s t .  

8. The Municipal Planning O f f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  da t ed  March 
1 2 ,  1976, recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be g ran ted  as 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  requirements  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

9. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

10. The work of t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be completed by t h e  
end of 1976. 

CONCLUS I O N S  OF LAW : 

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  i s  s o  loca ted  
w i t h  adequate spaces  around t h e  b u i l d i n g  as not  t o  be objec- 
t i o n a b l e  because of no i se .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  48 
dwell ing u n i t s  a r e  adequate t o  con ta in  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  number 
of s t a f f  and s t u d e n t s ,  and t h a t  the  l imi t ed  number of s t u d e n t s  
would not  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  a d j o i n i n g  o r  nearby p rope r ty .  
The Board concludes t h a t  ample park ing  spaces  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  and 
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no adverse  impact on t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  It 
is  t h e r e f o r e  ordered t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be GRANTED s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  cond i t ion  t h a t  t h e  approval  w i l l  l a s t  f o r  t w o  ( 2 )  yea r s  
on ly .  
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VOTE : 3-0 ( Leonard L. M c C a n t s ,  Mar t in  K l a u b e r ,  and 
W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh t o  g r a n t ,  W i l l i a m  S .  H a r p s  
and L i l l a  B u r t  C u m m i n g s ,  E s q . ,  not present ,  not 
v o t i n g  . ) 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C.BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By:  %.L 
STEVEN E .  SHER 

A c t i n g  Secretary t o  the  B o a r d  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: APft  29 1976 

THAT THE ORDER OF TEE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF 
S I X  MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 



Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C.  

Appl icat ion No. 11862, of t h e  C l e r i c s  of S a i n t  Via tor ,  
prusuant t o  Sec t ion  8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulations f o r  
a s p e c i a l  exception a s  provided by Sec t ion  3101.42 of 
t h e  r egu la t ions  t o  permit teaching and seminar f a c i l i t i e s  
( r e l i g i o u s  adu l t  educat ion)  a t  t h e  premise 1 2 1 2  O t i s  S t ree t ,  
N. E . ,  i n  t h e  R-1-€3 Zone, known as  Lot 819, Square 3926. 

HEARING DATE: March 31,  1975 

DECIDED FROM THE BENCH: March 31, 1975 

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

The Board t akes  j u d i c i a l  n o t i c e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  proper ty  sub jec t  t o  t h i s  app l i ca t ion  is  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  
by Order No. 11000, da ted  D e c e m b e r  1 2 ,  1974, which granted 
t o  t h e  owner of t h e  proper ty  a use variance t o  permit a 
convelescent nursing home use a t  1 2 1 2  O t i s  S t r ee t ,  N .  E. 
This e f f e c t i v e  order  is  v a l i d  f o r  a per iod  of s i x  (6) 
months f o r  t h e  purpose of ob ta in ing  a C e r t i f i c a t e  of 
Occupancy f o r  t h e  approved use.  
t h a t  during t h e  proceeding of record  i n  case No. 11000 t h e  
app l i can t  -re 1 igious order  e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  it was con t r ac t  
vendor t o  a land s a l e s  con t r ac t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  sub jec t  
property.  This con t r ac t  is o r  was contingent upon t h e  
variance granted i n  case  N o .  11000. 

The Board f u r t h e r  Notes 

O P I N I O N :  

The Board is  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  sub jec t  
a p p l i c a t i o n  is  untimely,  where another use  has been approved 
and a l e g a l  r i g h t  has been c rea t ed  f o r  a s i x  (6)  months 
per iod ,  t h a t  it would be unreasonable t o  hear  and decide 
t h i s  s p e c i a l  exception, indeed, t h e  C l e r i c s  of S a i n t  Viator  
have proved t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  Board, t h a t  t h e  
subject proper ty  cannot be used f o r  i t s  zoned purpose because 
of t h e  unique circumstances which causes a hardship t o  t h e  
owner. 

ORDERED : That t h e  above app l i ca t ion  be dismissed 
f o r  t h e  lack of J u r i s d i c i t i o n .  
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VOTE : 5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT, D. C. 

JAMES E. MILLER 
Secretary t o  t h e  B o a r d  

/pf;i "i. 1975 FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 


